Support the Canadian Boat to Gaza

September 2, 2010

Canada Palestine Association (CPA) urges everyone to support the Canadian
boat to Gaza by all means, including publicizing the mission and donating
funds.

CPA was one of the first organizations in Canada to support the Free Gaza
Movement (FGM) financially and politically (see our meeting with the co-
founder of the FGM last November in commemoration of the International
Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian people http://workingtv.com/int-day-
pal2009.html) and we feel this initiative is an extension of that work.

We urge our supporters to rise up to the challenge and make this solidarity
mission a reality. It is important at this stage to send a message to
humanity that the Canadian people are in opposition to their government's
policies that endorse Palestinian ethnic cleansing, Israeli Apartheid and war
crimes. These policies are against not only the Palestinian people, but also
the people of the world as detailed by the Canadian Minister of State of
Foreign Affairs Peter Kent: "Canada and Israel are natural allies. This affinity
extends to our respective engagement in the Americas,"
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90001/90777/90852/7125233 .html#

Hanna Kawas

Chairperson

Canada Palestine association
http://www.cpavancouver.org/

Support the Canadian Boat to Gaza

The time has come to send a Canadian Boat to Gaza (http://www.canadaboatgaza.org) this fall, along
with other ships heading to the besieged strip from all around the world. But we need your support to
make it happen.

The tragic May attack on the Gaza Freedom Flotilla has only strengthened the resolve of people from
many nations to put together another flotilla to challenge the years-long illegal Israeli blockade of Gaza.
This blockade is enforced by Israel's unlawful attacks on humanitarian aid ships in international waters.
The blockade is also sustained by the Canadian government's unconditional support for Israel. It falls
upon us, the Canadian people and our schools, unions, community and faith organizations to change this
unjust status quo.

Your help is needed now to send humanitarian aid from the people of Canada to the people Gaza in a bold
and direct effort to end Israel's blockade.

This Canadian Boat to Gaza project has two objectives. First, it will inform Canadians about what Israel
is doing to the people of Gaza and to all of the Palestinian people. With your support, this awareness
campaign will be achieved through outreach, organizing and media work that encourages Canadians and



their organizations to support the Canadian Boat to Gaza's mission.

Second, the Canadian Boat to Gaza will undermine the blockade by shipping vital supplies into Gaza and
returning with exports made in Gaza - thus asserting the right of Palestinians in Gaza to trade with the
world, rather than be at the mercy of international aid. We will carry humanitarian aid that Canadians
donate. The boat will also carry Canadian public figures and activists trained in non-violence, who are
committed to breaking the siege of Gaza, as well as journalists and reporters.

Our mission is part of the next Gaza boat flotilla, working in cooperation with the Free Gaza
Movement (http://www.freegaza.org) which has sent and coordinated many boats to break the siege of
Gaza over the past years.

The Canadian Boat to Gaza is a peaceful mission -- a people-to-people non-violent direct-action We sail
with the spirit of promoting human rights for all and the conviction that there can be no peace without
justice. Today, Palestinian people are counting on us to help them realize their rights we take for granted -
to live in peace, make a living, enjoy free movement, and control their own boarders. We do not
represent any government and our relationship with any state or government will not go beyond what is
mandated by maritime law.

The estimated cost of this mission is $300,000. Raising this sum will depend on the generosity of those of
us who can afford to make large donations as well as substantial ones such as $1,000 or $100 dollars. But
every dollar counts and so we ask you to give what you can.

Help us end the blockade of Gaza by supporting the Canadian Boat to Gaza. Spread the word. We sail
soon - in October! So please join others across Canada and make your support for the Canadian Boat to
Gaza a priority now.

Your endorsement is much needed and your financial support is much appreciated. Please make your
checks payable to:

Alternatives (please write: "Canadian Boat to Gaza" in the memo field)

and mail it to

Canadian Boat to Gaza

C.P. 92087, Portobello

Brossard, Quebec

J4W 3K8



